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Jillian Reeves
Media (TV One)
Let’s Talk (BET)

Born and raised in the small town of Irmo, South Carolina, Jillian Reeves always knew that she
was destined to be a part of the entertainment industry. While attending college at the University
of South Carolina, Reeves chose to take an acting class in hopes of scoring an “easy A.” After her
obvious talent was pointed out by her professor, Reeves decided to delve deeper into the art form
by majoring in Theater with a minor in African American Studies. She fell in love with the
collaborative process and went on to continue honing in on her craft while attending grad school
at Roosevelt University in Chicago. Grad school opened the door and helped Reeves make the
decision to pursue her acting career.
After several successful plays, Reeves was sought out by a talent agent who influenced her move
to California to follow her dreams. Reeves went on to star in the BET original movie, Let’s Talk
where she plays Essence, a soulful teacher and spoken word poet who has recently entered into a
relationship with a fellow teacher (played by Lamman Rucker.) As their sexual tension grows, the
issue of HIV testing raises a new level of discussion and they are forced to analyze their
relationship.
Continuing her success on the small screen, Reeves starred in TV One’s Media in which she plays
Giselle Marks, a resourceful business woman whose personal life has begun to interfere with her
professional accomplishments. Throughout Giselle’s story in Media, she is met with trials that in
the end turn her into a woman who refuses to be looked over. Reeves was determined to create a
character that her audience could empathize with, rather than pass off as just another “heartbroken
women.” Reeves and the cast attended the 48th Annual NAACP Image Awards in promotion of
the show. Reeves will next be seen on the silver screen in the film Raptors, produced by Martin
Lawrence, which is currently in production. Reeves other acting credits include CSI: Miami, The
Young & the Restless, Grey’s Anatomy, and Masters of Sex.
Outside of acting, Reeves enjoys giving back to causes that are close to her heart. After her role in
Let’s Talk, she spent time traveling the country speaking to communities about HIV protection
and safe sex. Reeves is dedicated to educating her peers on the importance of HIV Aids
awareness. NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) is also a cause close to Reeves as she is a
major advocate for women’s mental health. NAMI provides families who are impacted by mental
illness with various public education and awareness activities. Reeves is also active in Big
Brothers, Big Sisters, The Boys and Girls Club of America, The Black Lives Matter movement,
and local teen mentoring programs.
Reeves’ motivation in giving back and her acting career mainly stems from her family. She is the
mother of fraternal twin teenagers who have shaped her life in an amazing way. Along with
spending time with family, Reeves enjoys exploring new technology, hair and makeup tutorials,
knitting, and writing/producing her own content.
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You’re originally from South Carolina. Why did you choose acting as your career path?
I went locally at the University of South Carolina. I took an acting class during my second semester, because I
ended up on academic probation after my first semester of my freshman year, and I thought it would be an easy A.
While in that class, my acting professor told me “I had something” and put me in my first play. I’d say, that’s
when I first caught the acting bug. I went on to grad school in Chicago for acting and I continued to book work.
Looking back, I’m not sure if I chose acting, I think it chose me.
Which actors body of work have had the most positive impact on your own career thus far? I love Danny
Glover. He came to my school when I was in college, and he was extremely encouraging and inspiring. His
work has always been excellent and he’s also had integrity in life and in art. He combines artistry and activism,
in a way I respect and admire.
What was your first big role and how did you react when you finally landed it?
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I actually booked the lead in the BET movie, Let’s Talk, within a couple of months from moving to Los Angeles. I
was excited because I was still new to LA. I’m not sure I realized what a great opportunity it was until we started
production. It was a wonderful way to begin my LA journey.
You’ve been casted in Media on TV One. How were you first introduced to the project?
I previously worked with the director Craig Ross, Jr. a few months before this project, on a pilot. Casting brought
me in, I auditioned and the rest is history.
What was it about the script that made you want to jump on board and be a part of this project? I was
really intrigued that it was the brainchild of Cathy Hughes, who founded RadioOne and TVOne. She’s an icon in
the African-American community and I was excited to work with anything she was a part of. Also, Giselle was
such a different character than I’ve played in the past. I was excited to be able to experiment with the extremes of
emotion, pain and desperation she felt.

As mentioned, you play the role of Giselle Marks. What are the
many sides of Giselle and what do you enjoy about bringing this
character to life?
I love that she is vulnerable, yet strong. Many times, we feel that we
must be one or the other. She sacrifices way too much of herself for
the people and company that she’s passionae about. But, I love that
at the end of the day, she is a survivor.
What can viewers expect to see from Giselle and the other
characters on Media?
With Giselle, you can expect drama, fireworks and heart! Haha!
With the characters, you can expect a bit of
everything, including, drama, humor, betrayal, intrigue… you won’t
want to miss the series!
If you weren’t building your career as an actress, what kind of
career would you have now?
Wow, that’s a great question. I have so many different interests and
skills. I’ve written and produced before, I also used to work in
Corporate America. I’m guessing if I weren’t acting, I’d have climbed pretty far up the corporate ladder by
now.
When it comes to fashion, who are some of your favorite designers and what style of clothes appeal to you
the most?
I enjoy being a girl, so I love clothes that celebrate that. Whether fun and flirty, sexy or sophisticated; I love
clothes that celebrate womanhood and real women’s curves.
We look forward to seeing you on Media. What other projects do you have coming up?
Up next is a project called Raptors, written by Kevin Brooks and executive produced by Martin Lawrence. We
start shooting late March/early April 2017. It’s also pilot season in LA, so we’ll see what else comes up!
Instagram: @TheOnlyJillian
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In the movie you played Giselle Marks. Who is she as a character?
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Her title is the Director of Business Development. She works in a rival company. She’s actually the
rival of the daughter of the matriarch of the main family. There is some man drama [laughs] between
a guy that she likes and a guy that I like, and there is some personal animosity. I bring a lot of drama
to the situation, and at one point I’m holding her up at gunpoint. I was a little off the chain in this
[laughs]. It was fun—a fun ride.
You are also involved in a new project, Raptors. What is that about?
We start shooting next month. It’s sort of a dramedy. Its about two friends who live in the hood—
well they don’t live in the hood now, they live in the suburbs—but their grandmother still lives in
the hood, and they sort of become these superheroes of the hood. They’re trying to stop the drug
dealing on their block, and I am the girlfriend of one of the guys, who also works at a newspaper.
It’s sort of similar to Media in terms of doing a one hour movie that they hope to spin-off . I get
intertwined with some of the shooters and the news, the people that I don’t know are in this drug
business, and my boyfriend. It’s a dramedy because its funny, but it’s a got some serious subject
matter. My character is more straight-laced. She’s a bit more professional and by the book, but I
think she’s going to end up having a lot of interesting twists and turns as we go along.
Are you excited to be working with Martin Lawrence?
It should be interesting, I’m excited though! I definitely grew up with ‘Martin’ on TV, and he’s
still on TV all the time on syndication. So far, all of the interaction has been great and it should be
fun. I’m excited to really get into the work and shoot, and just learn from him and be a part of the
whole process.
What is the biggest difference between shooting a series and a movie?
A series is faster paced, for a longer time. A movie generally, and depending on the budget, you
have a little more time with the material and to develop your character. With Raptors we’re not
shooting until next month, but I got the script in January. I had more time to sit with it. But when I
did Media I got the script on Monday and was shooting on Thursday. So, it turns around much
quicker. The film has a more relaxed pace. It’s subtler. The acting style is subtler for the movies.
For TV you have to amp it up one more notch for the small screen. Theater, you knock it up a
couple notches. Those are the differences I think.

Read the interview here:
http://bleubombshell.com/blog/2017/03/29/tv-one-media-star-jillian-reeves/
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Profile: Actress Jillian Reeves

We got the opportunity to chat with Media star Jillian Reeves about making it in
Hollywood and her involvement with HIV Aids awareness. While Reeves is not a UCLA
alumna, she still has great advice for collegiate based on her own experiences at University
of South Carolina.
Her Campus: Where did you go to college? What was your major? If possible, what is
your graduation year?
Jillian Reeves: I went to the University of South Carolina where after many, many different
majors I ended up majoring Theater and minoring in African-American studies. Graduation
year is classified!
HC: Can you tell us about your role in TV One's Media? Has it changed how you view the
entertainment industry, if so then how?
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JR:I play steamy, cunning and clever Giselle Marks. My character works for the
company that challenges Jump Media and the Jones Family. I loved this character
feel like she represents a side of women we don't often see. Shetly
works hard but is
overlooked and disregarded and she decides she's not going to take it anymore.
this project has definitely been a fascinating experience. We often only see the
side of media so it was great to explore the drama
the corporate
that
side of
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HC: What was it like working with Vanessa Williams in Ward of the State?
JR: Vanessa is a consummate professional. She's incredibly genuine and talented. It was a
pleasure playing her little sister as well as the daughter of the hilarious and fabulous Janet Hubert
who played Aunt Viv from the Fresh Prince of BelAir.
HC: Can you tell us about your BET film Let’s Talk?
JR: In Let's Talk I played Essence Williams a strong, confident woman who's ready for an
intimate relationship with her gorgeous love interest, Greenleaf's Lamman Rucker. The film takes
us on her journey as she navigates the sensitive subject matter of couples HIV testing. The film
offered a great example to people on how to advocate for themselves even when in difficult
circumstances.
HC: HIV/AVDS Awareness seems especially important to you, could you please tell us why
you are so passionate about this cause and what we can do to get involved?
JR: When I look at the statistics for women, especially African-American women as well as our
youth/young adult population it's difficult for me NOT to be passionate about this issue.
Currently, young people age 13 to 24 account for more than 1 in 5 new HIV diagnoses. Yes, 13 to
24! As of 2013, 44% of young adults 18-24 did not know they were infected.
Women make up about 1 in 4 of the people living with HIV in the US with African-American
women being disproportionately affected. An estimated 11% of women living with HIV do not
even know they are infected.
Considering these stats, I'd say the best way to begin your involvement is to get tested, know your
status and encourage your friends and family to do the same! Support films and organizations that
raise awareness to these issues & seek to bring about significant change and progress.
Additionally, don't be afraid to ask a potential intimate partner to get tested. It's your body, it’s
your health and it's your life! In Let's Talk my character asks her boyfriend to get tested together.
He did not react well, but she held firm, he eventually agreed, and it brought them closer together.
We did a real HIV test during filming! I make this a practice in my personal life as well. It feels a
little uncomfortable at first but people are usually really happy to find out their status and are just
delaying out of fear. The good news is, women have made progress over the last decade
decreasing new HIV diagnoses by 40%! Let's keep this trend going by continuing to raise
awareness about the importance of HIV testing and safe sex practices! As women, we must be
empowered to take care of ourselves and our health. Let’s be the change we want to see in the
world.
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